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BY CLAIRE CHARLTON

It takes a village to raise a

city.  Ready to do its part, a

young Jefferson Village is tak-

ing baby steps considered to be

great strides in the raising of

the city of Detroit.

The affordable, upscale com-

munity, built by award-winning

developer Crosswinds

Communities, was officially

opened by Detroit Mayor

Kwame Kilpatrick, joined by

more than 200 people on a

crisp pre-spring evening.

Jefferson Village is what

Kilpatrick had in mind when he

delivered his March 13 state of

the city speech, outlining the

importance of Detroit’s re-

vitalized neighborhoods.

Nestled in a secluded spot just

off East Jefferson on Detroit’s

east side, Jefferson Village is a

unique hybrid of big-city allure

and suburban affluence, said

Kilpatrick.

“You can get a country, rural

or suburban environment five

minutes away from downtown

Detroit, and that is the kind of

thing people are looking for,”

said Kilpatrick. “These are the

kind of amenities that keep 

people in the city, so this fits in

[with the initiative] wonderfully.”

Jefferson Village boasts an

incredible location, with down-

town Detroit, Grosse Pointe,

Belle Isle, highways and major

entertainment venues such as

Comerica Park and Fox Theatre

just minutes away. The commu-

nity is also adjacent to the

Detroit River, and Farmer Jack.

Throughout the 80-acre

Jefferson Village lie parks and

plenty of green space. Six avail-

able floor plans start in the low

$200s and range from 1,500 to

3,300 square feet. From cozy

ranches to spacious colonials,

each home is designed with

modern urban families in mind.  

Developing Jefferson Village

into a stable, permanent com-

munity was the goal of

Crosswinds president Bernie

Glieberman. A commitment to

Detroit is a common desire

among residents of Jefferson

Village, who are perfectly

poised to make this investment,

said Glieberman.

Lifelong Detroiter Mark

Thornton wanted to “get in on

the ground level,” when he

joined the list of Jefferson

Village buyers in 1997.

Thornton, 47, says he and his

wife, Danita, were the first

homeowners to close on their

property in December 2004.  

“I looked at this as an invest-

ment opportunity in a city that

I love,” said Thornton, who

works in law enforcement.

“There is a place for everyone

here if they want to be close to

the amenities.”

Drawn to the social opportu-

nities and the sense of commu-

nity he finds in Jefferson Vill-

age, Thornton also appreciates

the security he feels for his

7-year-old son, Maki.

“Jefferson Village has far

exceeded my expectations for a

neighborhood,” said Thornton.

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick did the honors at a ribbon-cutting ceremony at
Crosswinds Communities Jefferson Village. From left, Kim Trent, Erlich Crain,
Kilpatrick, Bernie Glieberman.

Web sites and telephone numbers
below help prospective homebuyers
research homes, communities and
financing.

www.marketplacedetroit.com/
realestate: Find thousands of local
homes for sale.

www.fdic.gov: Financial and real
estate tips and consumer alerts.

www.marketplacedetroit.com/
newhomes: Find new home con-
struction and builder developments.

www.mihomehunt.interest.com:
or www.marketplacedetroit.com:
Find mortgage rates for across the
country and local lenders.

www.marketplacedetroit.com/
realestate: Find getaway destinations
for rent or purchase.

www.apartments.com or
www.marketplacedetroit.com
/realestate: Find rental units of local
apartments and corporate housing.

www.hud.gov: U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
Information on single-family FHA
programs, (800) 225-5342; HUD 
homes in Michigan, (888) 622-7361; 
housing discrimination complaints,
(800) 669-9777; late on mortgage;
Housing Counseling Referral Service,
(800) 569-4287; late on FHA mortgage,
(800) 297-8685
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Crosswinds President Bernie
Glieberman wants a stable and 
permanent community.
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Mark Thornton, a lifelong Detroiter,
was among the first to live in
Jefferson Village.

www.crosswinds.com:
Call (313) 331-1000

The Richmond
Showcase home
is featured at
Jefferson Village,
which is right off
East Jefferson on
Detroit’s east side
near major enter-
tainment venues
such as Comerica
Park and the Fox
Theatre.

For more information on
Jefferson Village, please contact

313-331-1000 or visit
www.crosswinds.com.


